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Agenda

Research Misconduct
Federal Fraud

• Grant Funding
Reputational Harm

• Erosion of public trust
• Community harm

The Role of Research Integrity & 
Compliance

• Where to find us
• What we do
• How to get in touch



What is research misconduct?

1. Data fabrication: making up data or results and recording or reporting them 
2. Data falsification: Altering values so that a desired outcome is found
3. Grant Fraud: deceiving the grantor about their spending of the award funds
4. Publication Fraud

• “Shotgunning”: Submitting a paper for publication that is under review at another journal

5. Plagiarism
• Using another author’s exact language without giving appropriate credit
• Textual recycling or self-plagiarism

6. Authorship fraud
• Gift Authorship: Accepting authorship credit on a paper without making a substantive 

contribution (ghost authorship is the opposite)



Plagiarism & Authorship Fraud are the most 
common



Neri Oxman
(academic 
married to 
vociferous 
critic of 
Claudine Gay)



But probably the most egregious…

1. Data fabrication: Making up data or results and recording or 
reporting them 

2. Data falsification: Altering values so that a desired outcome is found

3. Grant Fraud: Deceiving the grantor about their spending of the 
award funds





Dr. Anil Potti, Duke University

Grant: American Cancer Society 
$729,000
Promised that 80% of patients 

enrolled in his drug trials would 
find the right drug
All trials suspended
Patients filed suit against Duke 

which settled for an undisclosed 
amount



Dr. Craig Rimes, Pennsylvania State University

Grants: NIH & NSF
$3 million
Claimed his research on converting 

carbon dioxide into energy “could 
save the world”
The judge in the case said that 

such a fraud would “undermine the 
integrity of the grant system”
Sentenced to 3.5 years in prison & 

fined $660,000



Dr. Annarosa Leri, Harvard University

Grants: NIH
$42 million 
Claimed to have found 

regenerative properties in heart 
stem cells but admitted to 
falsifying data
Harvard Medical School 

required to pay $10 million to 
NIH in a settlement



Dr. Luke Van Parijs, MIT

Grants:  NIH
$$ - exact amount unknown
Claimed that he could use a 

virus to cause blood cancer in 
mice and then be able to block it
MIT had to return all spent grant 

money to NIH



Arizona State University & the Havasupai

In 1989 members of the Havasupai 
tribe donated blood to find out if 
they had a genetic marker that had 
been found for another tribe which 
would account for their high rate of 
diabetes.  No link was found.
In 2003, a member of the tribe 

discovered that the blood samples 
were being used in multiple 
additional studies about the tribe 
that focused on inbreeding, 
alcoholism, schizophrenia and 
tribal origin



Continued…

The theories generated from these data conflicted with many of the core 
beliefs of the tribe

ASU fought to keep the case out of the Arizona courts – ultimately 
unsuccessfully

Havasupai Tribe vs. the Arizona Board of Regents spent 7 years in litigation 
and in 2010, it was reported that ASU spent upwards of $1.7 million to 
defend itself

The Havasupai agreed to a settlement of $700,000 and a host of reparation 
actions



Jesse Gelsinger, 18-year-old college student

Joined a clinical trial for gene therapy 
at University of Pennsylvania linked to 
a disease that he had been born with 
and had survived
He died 4 days after he had been 

injected with a viral vector of massive 
organ failure
The FDA found that the university had 

failed to report two patients who had 
serious side effects and deaths of 
monkeys in an earlier animal trial
Significantly set back gene therapy 

research



Scott Reuben, Tufts University

Dr. Reuben admitted to 
undertaking NONE of the clinical 
trials that he had published over 13 
years – this included a lot of the 
work on the use of NSAIDs after 
surgery which is now in question
His case was described as “one of 

the longest-running and widest-
ranging cases of academic fraud”
He got six months in federal 

prison; 3 years supervised release 
and over $400,000 in fines



“You forgot to attach your IRB…”

The Scott Reuben case was 
discovered by a routine audit in the 
research integrity and compliance 
office
He was presenting a research study 

in an internal conference during 
the hospital’s Research Week. The 
officer couldn’t find any approval 
from the IRB.
They discovered it was because he 

had never asked for IRB approval 
because he had never conducted 
the study!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/e/ethics-and-compliance.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Who are we and where can you find us?



Right here!



There are three compliance committees at the 
university: The IRB



The IACUC



The IBC



Roles of the Research Integrity & Compliance

1. OUR CRITICAL ROLE: To serve 
our faculty and staff who are 
undertaking research – how can 
we help them meet their ethical 
needs & obligations?
2. To support our compliance 
committees in the work they do 
for their colleagues.
3. To offer education 
opportunities to campus 
personnel that meet their needs.



Come by and see us!

Or contact us at:
Dr. Brent Donham
Brent.Donham@tamuc.edu

903.886.5964

Dr. Lucy Pickering
Lucy.pickering@tamuc.edu

903.408.0086

Glenda Denton
Research.compliance@tamuc.edu

903.408.0086

Third Floor of the NHS building
320



Thank you!

Comments or Questions?
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